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“THE HYRRHBEARCRS :-
Sunday, April 19, 2026

Sunday of the
Myrrh-Bearing Women

“He has Risen;

see the place

where they laid
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Xpucmoc Bockpec! Boicmuny Bockpec!

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!

Christos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!/
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE April 17 to 26, 2026

Fri. Apr. 17 9:00 a.m. Daily Divine Liturgy No intention requested
9:00 a.m. Daily Divine Liturgy +Lesia Szwaluk by Taras Babick
Sat. Apr. 18 sunda
. y of the Myrrh- . I
4:00 p.m. T +Sylvia Picklyk ( 6 months ) by Emile Picklyk
9:00 a.m. sunday of the Myrrh- For our parishioners
Sun. Apr. 19 . Bearing Women
11:15a.m. +Tony Laba, from Adam Ferman and Family
Mon. Apr. 20 10:00 a.m. Daily Divine Liturgy No intention requested
Tues. Apr. 21 10:00 a.m. Daily Divine Liturgy No intention requested
Wed. Apr. 22 10:00 a.m. Daily Divine Liturgy No intention requested
Thurs. Apr. 23 9:00 a.m. Daily Divine Liturgy +Morley Luhowy by Vicky Woychyshyn
Fri. Apr. 24 9:00 a.m. Daily Divine Liturgy No intention requested
Daily Divine Li
9:00 a.m. el phlie Bt +Lesia Szwaluk by Taras Babick
Sat. Apr. 25 sunda
y of the . .
4:00 p.m.
p Paralytic +Gerald Seadon ( 2nd year ) by wife Irene and family
9:00 a.m. Sunday of the For our parishioners
Sun. Apr. 26 paralvti
11:15a.m. ELEL s +Stefania and +Piotr Drobenko, +Ewa Wikiera by family

Perpetual Light April 19—25
In memory of Walter Chudy+
by Elaine Tuchonowski

'First Fridays' Friday, May 1st

Confessions 9:00 to 9:45 am. Divine Liturgy 10:00 am.

The First Friday Catholic tradition involves attending
Liturgy and receiving the Sacraments of Reconciliation
and Eucharist on the first Friday of each month.

Prayer Request: Please kindly remember Adam
Ferman in your prayers for his health and
healing. May our Divine Physician heal him.

Knights of Columbus Rosary
TODAY Sunday, April 19th at 10:50a.m. {

COFFEEHOUSE

—
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5 Resuming on April 19th and 26th.
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Thank you, Bill and Maryka Chabluk, LE V2
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for your generous donation of 80 new [ V1A UL
(AL ".k

¥

copies of the Sing to our God Hymnal
for our parish. Your kindness enriches
our worship and strengthens our community, allowing
our voices to be lifted in prayer and praise together.

Gifted in cherished memory of
Anastasia and Michael Chabluk
and
Katherine and Paul Gulka in

recognition of their
dedication to the
Ukrainian Catholic faith and community.
Their voices will unite with ours for generations,
as we lovingly sing Praise to our Lord.




Gospel Reflection — Mark 15:43 - 16:8
v AITend ‘I:IJN(H TdJQ MYPDROPOIL

The Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women reveals a quiet but powerful
witness of love and courage. While many fled in fear after the crucifixion,
Joseph of Arimathea steps forward boldly to care for the body of Jesus,
and the women remain faithful even in sorrow, coming early to anoint
Him. Their devotion is not driven by certainty or hope of reward, but by
love that persists even in darkness. In their grief, they continue to serve.

Yet, what they encounter is beyond all expectation: the stone is rolled
away, the tomb is empty, and the message of the Resurrection is
entrusted to them. Their fear and amazement remind us that
encountering God often unsettles us before it strengthens us. The
Resurrection is not only a moment of joy—it is a call to step beyond fear
and become witnesses. Like the Myrrh-Bearing Women, we are invited to
move from sorrow to proclamation, from hesitation to faith.

What “stone” in my life feels too heavy to move—and am | willing to
approach it with faith, trusting that God has already gone before me?

Oskyemo, Thank you.

The Brother Knights extend heartfelt thanks to our parish
youth, Dariia and lllia Hrynchuk, Justyna and Samantha
Heinrichs, Mark and Tymofii Moisei, Vladyslav and Oleh
Popadynets, Polina Pavakonn, Andrii Tanchyk, Stanislav
Zayats, Myroslav and Kateryna Buduykevych, Sophia Taylor,
Roman and Yuriy Hnatenko, Sviatoslav Rudyak, Vladyslav, Oleksii and Solomiia Abramiak, whose enthusiasm
and dedication enhanced every one of our Lenten Fish Fries. Your teamwork in clearing and preparing tables,
refreshing placemats, managing condiments, assisting with dishwashing, removing waste, and helping with guest
requests, made the dinner service smoother and more welcoming. You approached each task with energy, polite-
ness, and a genuine desire to help. Guests noticed. Knights noticed. Your presence didn’t just improve efficiency;
it enriched the joyful atmosphere of the event, and enhanced our parish image. On behalf of the Grand Knight
and all Brother Knights, thank you for being a true blessing to our parish family.

On behalf of all Knights,

Grand Knight, Don Dubik

It is the tradition of our Byzantine Church that from Easter to Pentecost we
typically would not kneel at any time during the Divine Liturgy but rather
stand. Kneeling is a penitential and humbling moment which is an
appropriate posture for us towards God, however Easter beckons something
different. During this Easter moment the theological understanding is that we
as resurrected children, now stand before God as friends, with dignity and
respect for Jesus Christ, who became human and won salvation for us.




Welcoming the newly elected Please remember in your prayers today the elderly and
2026-2027 Parish Council Executive sick in their homes and nursing homes, and pray for
Peace in Ukraine and throughout the world.

President, Alex Kozubal
Past President, Bill Cox
1st Vice Chair, James Rogowsky

Especially remember in your prayers:
Stan Baranyk, Donna Barda, Debbie Beyak, Bob Bird,

2nd Vice Chair, Andrii Moisei Anne Chubaty, John Fedoruk, Adam Ferman,
Recording Secretary, Cec Duff Bert and Val Galay. Elsie Gillies, Angie Halabura,
Financial Secretary, Myron Radawetz Fr. Walter Klimchuk, Anne Kostynyk, Mae Kotyluk,
Treasurer, Roman Jaworsky Lucy Lischynski, Fil MacNeil, Harry and Lena Malenki,

Marvin and Elsie Marykuca, Bill Myschuk,

Thank you to all of our parishioners who participated in our AGM | Bernice Newediuk, Jean Okun, Anne Penonzek,
Last Sunday. Don Peristy, Marge Pewarchuk, Jennie Prystupa,

Ken Rigey, Erin Rogowsky, John Slota, Jean Tracy,

St Anne Parish wishes to thank the Parish Council members for | Don Tymko, Marcel Wozny, Adel Yakimoski,
allowing their names to stand for re-election continuing their | Ernest Zubricki.

terms for another year and for continuing in this important - -
ministry of governance and a special thank you to Father Yaroslav | UCWLC and Knights of Columbus Meetings

for your spiritual guidance Thursday, May 7th at 7pm

May God bless our council volunteers! Thank you for committing Parish Council Meeting
your time and

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING talents to our parish. Thursday, May 21st at 7pm following
Moleben

—— e R T
b3 Pl S IR o, e VISITING COMMITTEE:
Those parishioners who would like a visit from

ST. ANNE PARISH se parshioners who wouls i
. o s e priest or a visit from the committee
35 Marcie St. Winnipeg = members or to schedule a visit for a family

| member please contact the office to ensure a
SU LE M N iy visit is arranged. 204-667-9588
CUMMUNIUN ?"@ No Charge! Please join us!
L X, Awards Banquet Q520
Ta . 2T Refreshments, games,

SUNDAY, MAY3 | I

THIS Saturday, April 18th - 6 to 10 pm
St. Peter & Paul Parish,
(390 Marion St.)

WINTER

This will be a special day for our Solemn Holy Communicants
who will be receiving Jesus into their hearts. We invite all our

parishioners to keep the children and their families in your
prayers as they prepare themselves spiritually for this important KOA, OB 3p06UTH
and joyous day. MOXEPTBY OHJ1AWH.

Scan to Donate
Electronically

BinckaHyiite QR-




PRE-AUTHORIZED DONATION|
CAMPAIGN |

MOLEBEN TO THE MOTHER OF GOD
Moleben in honour of the Theotokos
Thursday, May 7 - 7:00 pm.
Thursday, May 14 - 7:00 pm.
Thursday, May 21 - 7:00 pm.

Thursday, May 28 - 7:00 pm.

Contributions can be debited:
Monthly on the 1st or 15th
or Weekly or Bi-weekly

ChanPes can easily be made by
Y

simply calling the parish office.

Please phone or email us for more |
information at: 204-667-9588

We encourage all our parishioners to make a special effort office@stannewinnipeg.ca

to attend this short but beautiful service and pray that our
Blessed Mother will intercede for your personal intentions,
for our parish and our community. Let us show our love,
gratitude and dedication to our Heavenly Mother and ask
for her intercession and protection.

Simple, Safe,

Reliable and Easy

Sign up today! |

................. (-
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. NASHA DOROHA

Nasha Doroha
UCWLC Members: Nasha
Doroha is ready to be picked
up from the back of the
church. Please deliver copies
to those members who are
unable to attend church.

Offertory Counters:
April 19: Lillian Cherwick, Anne Penonzek, Janice Klos
May 3: Jeannette Golletz, Marilyn Bird, Connie Cox
11:15 am. Liturgy Epistle Readers

Apr 19th: Donna Seredycz
Apr 26th: Connie Cox

Sunday Lock up Schedule
Apr 19th at 12:15pm : Bill Cox
Apr 26th after AGM : Tracy Balagus

I rayer

Lord Jesus, grant me the courage of the
Myrrh-Bearing Women, that I may remain
faithful in times of

- darkness
~ . and joyful in
> h o‘y 3 . .
4 proclaiming Your
Resurrection.

! Remove the fear from

| and fill me with
steadfast love and
hope. Amen.
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 Hymns
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Website

CKaHym Ta cnyxau MnicHi TyT
Scan to discover the songs

3po6iTb CBOE CBATKYBaHHA BenukoaHA
AICKPaBilLMM 33 AONOMOrOI0 YyA0BUX
BE/IMKOAHIX rimHi..

Brighten your Easter celebration with
Glorious EASTER Hymns. As we pray for
peace in the world, we wish you a blessed
joyful Easter celebration.

3AMNPOLWYEM BAC HACO/1I0QUTUCA

HALLMM YKPATHCbKMM BENTMKOAHEM AJIbBOMOM, | CBATKYUTE PA3OM 3 HAMMW.

ENJOY OUR UKRAINIAN EASTER ALBUM, AND CELEBRATE THIS SACRED SEASON WITH US.

YouTube:
Spotify:



https://youtu.be/I239C2euzAk?si=SKGoyn1M6d3M9DNS
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/71W7BgoC9zW58GVeiGOZI1?si=vg_31HYzQ3Ohznbwmw3M9Q

North American Ukrainian Catholic Bishops Gather in Winnipeg
for Plenary Meeting and Celebration

WINNIPEG, MB — From Sunday evening, April 12, through Tuesday, April 14, 2026,
the Ukrainian Catholic bishops of North America convened in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

The meetings took place at the Chancery Office of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg,
situated along the banks of the historic Red River.

The gathering served to strengthen the fraternal bonds among the bishops while
providing a forum to discuss the unique challenges facing the Ukrainian Catholic

Church within the North American diaspora. The hierarchs used the opportunity to
celebrate recent achievements and coordinate strategic planning for the future of their eparchies.

The Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg, the Most Rev. Lawrence Huculak, hosted the following hierarchs:

Archbishop Borys Gudziak (Archbishop of Philadelphia, Metropolitan of
Ukrainian Catholics in the United States)

Bishop David Motiuk (Eparchy of Edmonton)

Bishop Paul Chomnycky (Eparchy of Stamford)

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk (St. Nicholas Eparchy in Chicago)
Bishop Bryan Bayda (Eparchy of Toronto)

Bishop Bohdan Danylo (St. Josaphat Eparchy in Parma)
Bishop Michael Smolinski (Eparchy of Saskatoon)

Bishop Michael Kwiatkowski (Eparchy of New Westminster)

Bishop Andriy Rabiy (Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg)

Over the two-day period, the Canadian and American bishops held separate Metropolia meetings to address
region-specific concerns, culminating in a final plenary session involving all bishops.

The assembly reviewed progress reports from several key bodies, including the Patriarchal Catechetical
Commission (presented by Bishop Michael Kwiatkowski), the Patriarchal Youth Commission (Bishop Bryan Bayda),
and the Patriarchal Commission for Clergy (Bishop Bohdan Danylo).



A significant portion of the dialogue
ocused on the humanitarian and pastoral
challenges faced by recent Ukrainian |
mmigrants. The bishops discussed practical
ways for parish communities to offer
support and integration assistance.
Additionally, they reviewed the status of
the new English translation of the Divine
Liturgy, which is expected to be available
to the faithful by the end of late 2026.

The bishops also reaffirmed their
endorsement of two major upcoming

events:

SingCon Cantors Workshop:
To be held at St. Elias Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Brampton, ON, from September 10-14, 2026.

The Unity Youth Pilgrimage:
(Formerly the All-American Youth Pilgrimage) To be held in Parma, OH, from June 11-14, 2026.

Lay participation from all
eparchies is highly encouraged

for both events. e
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The proceedings concluded

testimonial banquet honoring
Most Rev. Archbishop Lawrence
Huculak. The event celebrated a
double milestone: his 75th
birthday, 49th anniversary of
priesthood, 29th anniversary of
episcopal consecration and the
20th anniversary of his
installation as Metropolitan of Winnipeg. More than 400 guests, including bishops, priests, religious sisters and
brothers, and lay faithful, gathered to honor their archpastor for his decades of dedicated service.

Department of Communications for the Archeparchy of Winnipeg



3i6paHHA yKkpaiHCbKUX KaTonuubkux enuckoniB MNMiBHiYHOT AMepuKu BigbyBca y BiHHinesi:
MNneHapHi 3acigaHHA Ta lOBiNeHe CBATKYBaHHA

BIHHIMET, MaHiToba — 3 Beyopa Heaini, 12
KBiTHA, [0 BiBTOPKa, 14 KBiTHA 2026 pOKY, Y
BiHHinesi (MaHiTo6a) npoxogumna 3ycTpiy
YKPAiHCbKMX KaTOAULbKNX €ENMcKoniB MiBHIYHOT
AmMepuKu. 3acigaHHA BiabyBanuca B
NPUMILLLeHHI KaHuenapii BiHHine3bKoi
apxuenapxii, po3TalloBaHii Ha bepesi
icTopuyHoi piukn Peg-Pisep.

MeToto 3ycTpiyi, OKpimM 3MiLHEHHA BpaTHIX
3B’A3KIB MiXK enMckonamu, 6yno obrosopeHHn
CNiNbHUX BUKJIMKIB, LLLO CTOATbL Nepes,
YKpaiHcbKoto KaTtonumubkoto LiepkBoto B

niBHIYHOaMepPMKaHCbKIN Aiacnopi, BiA3HaYeHHsA
yChixiB Ta N/JaHyBaHHA CNiIbHUX CTpaTeri Ha MalibyTHE.

MwuTtpononuT BiHHINe3bKMiA, BUCOKONpeocBALWEeHHNIM BRaanKa J1aBpeHTin MyLynak, npuiimas Ha 3ycTpidi
HACTYNHUX iepapxis:

Apxuenuckon bopuc I'yasak (Apxuennckon ®inagenvdivicbkunii, Mutpononut YkpaiHuis-Katoaumkis y CLLUA)
€nuckon Jasug MoTioK (EGMOHTOHCbKa enapxia)

€nunckon MNaBno XomHuubKuit (CtemdopacbKa enapxin)

€nuckon BeHeguKT Anekciltuyk (YnKasbKa enapxia ceaToro Mukonas)
€nunckon bpasH baliaa (TopoHTCbKa enapxis)

€nvickon borgaH JaHuno (Enapxis cesatoro Mocadata B Mapmi)
€nunckon Muxaiino CmoniHcbKuii (CackaTyHCbKa enapxis)

€nuckon Muxaino KeaTkoBcbKuit (Hbto-BecTmiHcTepcbKa enapxin)

€nunckon AHapii Pabilt (EnMckon-nomiyHMK BiHHiINe3bKoi apxmnenapxii)

MpoTarom ABoX AHIB KaHAACbKi Ta aMepPUKaHCbKi ENUCKONM NPOBOANIN OKPEMI 3aCiAaHHA CBOIX MUTPOMONIN, AKi



3aBEPLUNINCA CMINbHOK NJEHAPHOK
Ceci€to 3a y4acTio BCiX BNaauK.

€NMcKonu 3acnyxaam KOpPOTKi 3BiTK
npo poboTty MaTpiapwoi KaTEXUTUYHOI
KoMicii (BnaguKka Muxaino
KBATKOBCLKMIA), MaTpiapLwoi Komicii y
cnpasax monogi (Bnaguka bpasH
baliaa) Ta MaTpiapwoi Komicii y
CnpaBax AyXOBeHCcTBa (Bnaguka

BborgaH AaHuno).

Cepeg, iHWKX Tem ieEpapxm 06roBOpPUIN BUKNKM, 3 AKMMU CTUKAKOTLCA HOBOMPUOYi YKPATHCbKI iMMIrpaHTu B
o0box KpaiHax, Ta cnocobu, AKMMK NapadisnbHi rPOMaaM MOXKYTb HaZaTh IM 4ONOMOry Ta NiATPUMKY. Takox byno
PO3rAAHYTO NOTOYHUIN CTaH POOOTM HAZ AHIIOMOBHUM Nepeknagom boxkecTBeHHOI JTiTyprii, AKMI, K O4iKYETbCS,

Haajiae A0 PYK BipHMX A0 KiHUA LbOro pokKy.

Bnaguvku niaTeepamam CBow NigTPUMKY
OBOX MalByTHIX LWOpPIYHMX 3aX0iB:

CemiHap ana gakis «SingCon», Wwo
BifbyaeTbca Ha napadii ceaToro lnni B
BpamnTtoHi (OHTapio) 310 no 14
BepecHA 2026 poky.

BceamepuKaHCbKa MOJIOAiXKHa NpoLya,
o

® Lo npoiae B Mapmi (Oraiio) 3 11 no 14
yepsHA 2026 poKy.

BipHuX 3 ycix enapxiii 3a0x04ytoTb 40
AKTMBHOI Y4acTi B LMX Nogiax.

3ycTpiy 3aBepluMnaca y BiBTOPOK BBeuepi, 14 KBiTHSA, ypOUMCTUM BEHKETOM Ha YecTb BUCOKONpPeOoCBALLEeHHOro
apxuenuckona JlaBpeHTisa yuynska 3 Haroau noro 75-piyys, 49-i piyHuui cBALWEHCTBa, 29-1 PiYHUL ENUCKOMNCbKOT
XipOTOHii Ta 20-1 piyHKL,i iHTpOHI3aLil Ak MuTponoaunTa BiHHinesbKkoro. MoHag 400 ocié — enuckony,
CBAWEHHMKM, MOHaXW, MOHaXWHi Ta MUPAHU — 3ibpanncs, Wob NpMBITaTU CBOro 4OPOroro apxmMnacTmups 3 UMm
3HaMEHHUM I0BiNeeEM.

Mpec-caywc6a BiHHine3okoi Apxuenapxii
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| e Perogy Supper
PEROGY SUPPER [
Friday -,

April 24,2026 -
5'7 pm ’

“’ma\‘ >
Eat in or Take out o "l‘ -

Regular Plate - $10.00 ‘

(6 Perogies) ot
Large Plate - $15.00 Large plate (9 perogies) - $12 ‘ Friday, April 24, 2026 - 5- 7 pm (or until sold out)
(10 Perogies) Small m ¢ M") 9 Immaculate Conception Church
Cash only : 2 id dninks 68003 Hwy 212, Cooks Creek
Regular Plate: $15
|/ Final Perogy Supper , - ~ Perogies & Sausage OR All Perogies -
X before September Ein B o e Children's Plate (10 & Under): $10
RO . Bl the Great Ukraiiian it 08 foge
U, Both plates include sour cream, ~4 - > Includes: Fried Sour Cream, Colesla 3
oS friad onkone tlessert, and ) Catholic Church, ¢ Dgn“mns, i g 3
! a beverage (tea. coffee or juice)
L , 202 Harcourt Street
SR TSI el Te!. 204-837-4180

Empowering Independence:

8 A Practical Guide to Aging Well

LGCA 7350-RF-50929
Tuesday, April 21,1 pm
Holy Family Ukrainian Catholic Church, Parish Hall
1001 Grant Avenue, Winnipeg

Learn how small and simple everyday changes can make a big difference in
how well you age! This upbeat session covers easy tips for fall prevention,
staying active, eating well, managing medications, and using local resources
to support your independence.

Presenter:
Vicki Russenholt, Accredited Fall Prevention Educator, Victoria Lifeline

Support Charities
*Vicki shared valuable, easy-to-understand R ey :
information without pressure, using real-life Aceross Manitoba

stories that truly resonated with our residents.

We are grateful for her insights and the
positive impact she made.”
Christine F. Wellness Coordinator, Senior Living

1for $5

For decades, donors have
helped Catholic values shine

3 [01 bl() across Manitoba: Their gifts have
N e supported works of compassion,
\ UL 10 [01 ‘SZ > education, and service—planting

: R = -~ lo . g_ seeds of hope that continue to
Fall Prevention  Active Aging Nutrition Resources 25 or. )() B ‘2row today.
Y

Last winner took home $1,900
Victoria Lifeline is a local, not-for-profit organization in partnership with Victoria Hospital Foundation



JESUS YOUTH MANITOBA YOUTH CONFERENCE

May 8" 6 pm - May 10" 3pm
Young Adults 18 - 35
Catholic School of Evangelization, St. Malo, MB

WITH CHRIST

LIVING WITH HOPE

° °
Spring Series
CMDA Canada is offering opportunities

to take the series online with our team:

Thursday, April 23,30, & May7at6 pmCT
Tuesday, May 19, 26, & June2at7pmCT
Monday, June 15, 22, &29at5:30pmCT

Learn more at cmdacanada.org
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Saturday, May 2, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 4
CANADIAN UKRAINIAN

INSTITUTE PROSVITA
777 PRITCHARD AVE, WINNIPEG.

*HOMEMADE FOODS AND BARING
*HAND CRAFTED GIFTS

*PRIZES AND RAFFLE

*COFFEE HOUSE

y

%,
\f YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT
NSTITUTE.PROSVITAGGMAIL.COM
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Ministry of Care Connections

For Parish Volunteers

D0hen Memary Fads.
- Conversations that Connect

Continuing the Conversation on Boundaries
& Dementia Care

Saturday, May 9, 2026
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

St. Bernadette Parish
REGISTER BY MAY 3

Sign up here!
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Cy6oTa, 2 TpaBHsAa, 3 10:00 no 4:00 ,’f',i

RAHAAIMCbKMHU-YKPAIHCbKMH
IHCTUTYT NPOCBITA

777 PRITCHARD AVE, WINNIPEG.

*AOMALWUHI CTPABMU TA BUNIYKA
*MOAAPYHKU PYYHOI POBOTH

‘}‘ *MPU3N TA POIINrPALUI
*RAB'AAPHA
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AACKA, 3BEPTAHTECSH 3A AAPECOIO
msnrn,xg.nnosvruoenul. COM

- )



His Beautitude Shevchuk: Ukrainians united with Pope Leo in praying for peace

In an interview with Vatican News, Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, said
that Ukrainians will join the prayer vigil for peace led by Pope Leo at St. Peter’s on the eve of Eastern Easter. He expressed the
hope for a world without war and for Ukraine to enjoy a genuine, just, and lasting peace.

By Svitlana Dukhovych

“Human fragility in the context of war has become the fragility of
Christ himself.” But the testimgmes of Ukrainian children who were

kidnapped and then released “show that fragility is revealing a
strength of the Lord present among us.”

— \
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He also reiterated the message of Pope Leo XIV, who will preside over

the Prayer Vigil for Peace at St. Peter’s Basilica this evening: “War will not prevail. Children have the right to an authentic, just,
and lasting peace.”

In an interview with Vatican News, the Major Archbishop of Kyiv-Haly¢
and head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, His Beatitude
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, said this as he reflected on the fifth Easter that
Ukraine will experience under a state of war on Sunday, April 12.

Your Beatitude, what thoughts would you like to share on the occasion of the celebration of Eastern Easter in the context
of the large-scale war in Ukraine, which has now lasted more than four years?

Yes, indeed, this is already the fifth Easter celebration during the large-scale war. Our central thought, our central prayer, is
the invocation for peace for Ukraine. During Holy Week, in these spiritually most intense moments of the liturgical year, we
contemplate Christ: condemned Christ, tortured Christ, crucified Christ, buried Christ, but also risen Christ. These moments of
Christ’s passion resonate in a very special way in the hearts of Ukrainians because we know that we are walking the same
Way of the Cross together with our Lord Jesus Christ. When we contemplate Jesus Christ condemned, we know that this is
our land, our people, who have been condemned to death. When we listened to the testimony of our freed prisoners: the
silence of the prisoner in the face of those who condemn and torture him. Many of them perceived it as the silence of Christ
before the Sanhedrin. When we heard the testimonies of Ukrainian children who were kidnapped and then released, these
children shared with us their feeling of being unable to defend themselves, of being defenseless before the armed oppressor.
And this human fragility in the context of war has become the fra%ility of Christ himself. But these children say that fragility is
revealing a strength of the Lord present among us. And when we listened to the testimony of our volunteers who lost their
homes, lost everything, and became war-displaced, but did not lose the ability to empathize, the ability to be sensitive to
those in need. They became volunteers who save lives and are a living representation of Simon of Cyrene, capable of helping
those who fall powerless under their cross.

PcI)(pe Le? XIV invited everyone to join him in the vigil for peace tonight at 6 PM. How is this initiative being received in
Ukraine?

Obviously, Ukrainians will pray together with the Holy Father and keep vigil for peace. It is a prayer that is not imposed but
comes from our hearts. In Ukraine, we will keep vigil at the tomb of Jesus in hope of the Resurrection, because this Saturday
in Ukraine is the Saturday before Easter Sunday. Therefore, we are grateful to the Holy Father for this initiative because
human consciences need to be sensitized, invited, and sometimes stirred to pray for peace. And we hope that just as Christ
rose, being stronger than death, so too the peace of Christ will triumph over war in today’s world.

What message, Your Beatitude, would you like to leave to Christians in different countries of the world?

That the war ends, that children return home, that our soldiers, our defenders, boys and girls, may return safely to their
families. That tortured prisoners of war may finally be freed. That Easter truly be a new beginning for a world without wars.
An interesting testimony comes from a Ukrainian child from Mariupol who was taken to Russia. His mother is still in a Russian

rison, but he was freed thanks to the mediation of the Holy See. He expressed, in a very clear way, the message of peace

rom Ukrainian children: he said that we do not want the death of the enemy, but only that no child in the world should suffer
or go through the suffering that Ukrainian children are now enduring. This testimony was shared during an event: Ukrainian
Post issued a stamp dedicated to Pope Leo, and precisely on Hol\{]Thursday, it was presented. This stamp echoed the message
of the Holy Father, who said: “War will not prevail. And children have the right to an authentic, {ust, and lasting peace.” In my
view, the words of this child are also the greatest message of peace, carried by the suffering children of Ukraine.



https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2026-04/shevchuk-ukrainians-united-with-pope-leo-in-praying-for-peace.html

