
 

 

PA R I S H  B U L L E T I N  

St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Parish 

35 Marcie St. Winnipeg, MB.  R2G 3S4   

Office: 204-667-9588 
Email: office@stannewinnipeg.ca | Website: stannewinnipeg.ca   

Hall: 204-668-6614 
 

Parish Priest — Rev. Fr. Yaroslav Buduykevych   

PH:  (204-430-4066)  

Welcome  -  Вітаємо  
Our Mission is to Know, Love and Serve Our Lord & Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Sunday, January 11, 2026 

Sunday after Theophany 

“Reform your lives!              

The kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.”  

CHRIST IS BORN!  

Glorify him! 

 

Христос 

Рождається!  

Cлавіте Його!     

http://www.stannewinnipeg.ca


LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  January 9 to 18, 2026 

Fri. Jan 9 9:00 am. Daily Divine Liturgy 
+Stella Prokopowich by Colleen Prokopowich and Gloria Seniuk 

note time change 

Sat. Jan 10 

9:00 am. 

 

4:00 pm.                    

Daily Divine Liturgy 

 

Sunday after 
Theophany 

No intention requested – note time change 

 

+Ed Sawchuk and +Rob Sawchuk                                                                     
by Sandy, Nicole, Don, Rylan and Carter, Христос Рождається!  

Sun. Jan 11 
9:00 am. 

11:15 am. 

Sunday after 
Theophany 

For our parishioners—Angels of Remembrance 

Mon. Jan 12 

9:00 am. 

 

10:30 am. 

Daily Divine Liturgy 

 

 

No intention requested – note time change 

 

Funeral Parastas +Ann Kyrzyk 

Tues. Jan 13 10:00 am. Daily Divine Liturgy No intention requested  

Wed. Jan 14 10:00 am. Daily Divine Liturgy +Stella Prokopowich by Andrea Kohuch 

Thurs. Jan 15 9:00 am. Daily Divine Liturgy No intention requested  

Fri. Jan 16 9:00 am. Daily Divine Liturgy 
+Stella Prokopowich by Colleen Prokopowich and Gloria Seniuk 

note time change 

Sat. Jan 17 

9:00 am. 

 

4:00 pm.                    

Daily Divine Liturgy 

 

Sunday of Zaccheus 

No intention requested – note time change 

 

+Stella Prokopowich by Andrea Kohuch 

Sun. Jan 18 
9:00 am. 

11:15 am. 
Sunday of Zaccheus 

+Sylvia Picklyk by Vicky Woychyshyn 

For our parishioners 

Prayer Request: Please kindly remember 
Bernice Newediuk in your prayers for her 
health and healing.                                                                        
May our Divine Physician heal her.  

Knights of Columbus Rosary  

Sunday, January 18th at 10:50am am.  

Perpetual Light  January 11 to 17  
+Stephen Beyak (11th Anniversary)                                   

by Jennie Beyak and family  

'First Fridays' Friday, February 6th 

Confessions  9:00 to 9:45 am. Divine Liturgy 10:00 am.  

Coffeehouse January 11th and 18th in the Hall 
Between Liturgies. 

Please remember in your prayers today the elderly and sick in their 

homes and nursing homes, and  pray for Peace in Ukraine and            

throughout the world.    

Especially remember in your prayers: Stan Baranyk, Donna Bar-

da, Debbie Beyak, Anne Chubaty, Bert and Val Galay. Elsie Gillies, 

John Fedoruk, Fr. Walter Klimchuk, Anne Kostynyk, Fil MacNeil, 

Harry Malenki, Marvin Marykuca, Bill Myschuk, Bernice Newediuk, 

Don Peristy, Marge Pewarchuk, Jennie Prystupa, Ken Rigey, Erin 

Rogowsky, Jean Tracy, Marcel Wozny, Adel Yakimoski, Jean Yasin-

ski, Ernest Zubricki. 



Gospel Reflection—Matthew 4:12–17  

After His baptism in the Jordan, Christ begins His public ministry by withdrawing to Galilee, fulfilling the words of 
the prophet Isaiah: “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.” This moment marks a turning point 
in salvation history. The Light revealed at Theophany now shines openly in the world, not from places of power, 
but among ordinary people longing for hope. Christ enters our darkness to transform it from within.  

Jesus’ first words to the people are clear and demanding: “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand.” Repentance is the doorway into this Kingdom. It is not merely sorrow for sin, but a 
change of mind and heart—a reorientation of life toward God. Christ does not wait for us to 
become perfect; He calls us as we are, inviting us to turn toward the light and begin again. 

This Gospel assures us that no darkness is final when Christ is present. Wherever He goes, light 
follows. The Lord still walks into the Galilees of our lives—places of struggle, uncertainty, and 
weakness—calling us to trust in His mercy. When we respond with repentance and faith, the 
Kingdom of God takes root within us and begins to grow. 

Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the world, shine into the darkness of my heart. 
Call me to repentance, and lead me into Your Kingdom. Amen.  

We extend our deepest sympathies and                              

condolences to Peter Kyrzyk and family on the loss 

of their mother and longtime                       

parishioner +Ann Kyrzyk. May God 

grant to her eternal rest and give 

strength & comfort to the family.                                     

Vichnaya Pam’yat! Eternal Memory! 

We extend our deepest sympathies and                     

condolences to Susan Zuk and 

James Rogowsky and family on 

the loss of Susan’s father 

+William Zuk. May God grant to 

him eternal rest and give strength & comfort to 

the family.  Vichnaya Pam’yat! Eternal Memory! 

We extend our deepest sympathies and                     

condolences to Vicki Woychyshyn and family on 

the loss of brother-in-law  +Tony Woychyshyn. 

May God grant to him eternal rest 

and give strength & comfort to the          

family.  Vichnaya Pam’yat!                   

Eternal Memory! 

BLESSINGS OF HOMES Fr. Yaroslav Buduykevych will be visiting & blessings homes of 

parishioners with the newly blessed “Jordan Water”.  

To set up a visit please sign up at the back of the church, call the parish office or email:  

office@stannewinnipeg.ca  

We extend our deepest sympathies and                                

condolences to the family of St. Nicholas                             

Parishioner +Frank Grzenda. May 

God grant to him eternal rest and 

give strength & comfort to the        

family.  Vichnaya Pam’yat!                       

Eternal Memory! 



BCU is pleased to offer a special 
incentive to the St. Anne 

community. For any parishioner 
(or referral from) who opens a 

new account with either an initial 
deposit of $10,000 or more, or by 

setting up a regular pre-authorized 
contribution to an investment 

account, we will add $50 to the 
new account and make a $50 

donation to St. Anne Parish. This 
offer applies to accounts opened 

before January 31, 2026. With new 
TFSA contribution room becoming 

available and RRSP deadlines 
approaching, this is a timely 

opportunity for parishioners to 
secure a competitive investment 
option while also supporting the 

parish. 

KUCA YOUTH WINTER GAMES 
 

“Blessed are those who play with a pure heart, for 
they will reflect the glory of God." 

 

Schedule: 
Bowling at Rossmere 

Lanes                                                      
January 18, 2026 

 
Hockey Shoot Out at St. Anne Parish                                        

February 8, 2026 
 

Mini Olympics at IHM School                                                 
February 21, 2026 

 
Curling at Elmwood Curling Club                                         

March 15, 2026 
 

Soccer at Gateway Recreation Community Complex 
March 28, 2026 

 
The Wind Up at St. Peter and Paul Parish Hall                   

April 18, 2026  

St. Anne Knights of Columbus Christmas Colouring                
Contest. THEME: “Keep Christ in Christmas”                              

Drawings to  center on the example of the Holy Family and 
the Nativity   

RULES & REGULATIONS: Make a Drawing or Collage; Draw-
ings must be free hand, not traced; Drawing/Collages Paper 
cannot be larger than 8.5 x 14; Magazine pictures, fabrics, 

glitter,     sequins, leaves, bark, wool or any   other medium 
may be used  together to create a total look.  On the back 
of each artwork, please include the student’s name, age, 

school and grade level.  

PRIZES: Council and State prizes per                 
categories. 

IDEAS FOR DRAWING/COLLAGE:   How is 
Jesus a part of your own Christmas Cele-

bration? Journey to the Inn, Jesus in the manger, Star of 
Bethlehem/City of Bethlehem, Spread the Light of Christ, 

Magi (Wisemen) 

DEADLINE EXTENSION FOR SUBMISSION: ENTRIES must be 
returned to Catechism Teachers or St. Anne Office on or 

before January 11th, 2026.  All entries become the property 
of the Knights of Columbus.     



UCWLC Perogy & Cabbage Roll Orders 

Perogies $8/doz  

Cabbage rolls $12/doz  

Call Kelly (431) 374-1680 to order 

Sunday Lock up Schedule 

Jan 11th at 12:15pm : James Rogowsky 

Jan 18th at 12:15pm : Alex Kozubal 

Offertory Counters: 

January 11:  Lillian Cherwick, Janice Klos, Anne Penonzek 

January 25:  Jeannette Golletz, Connie Cox, Marilyn Bird 

11:15 am.  Liturgy Epistle Readers 

Jan 4th: Irene Seadon  

Jan 11th: Darryl Prociuk  

 St. Anne Perogy Making 

Tues. Jan 20th (potatoes) 8:00 am &  

Wed. Jan 21st (perogies) 8:00 am  

2026 CHURCH CALENDARS 

are available for parishioners to pick up  

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO Korban Funeral 

Chapel for their generous support in 

sponsoring our calendars. 

 CALLING ALL YOUTH Grade 6 and 

up!  NEW YOUTH WELCOME! Add 

yourselves to the contact list by 

emailing office@stannewinnipeg.ca  

Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday, January 15th at 7pm 

The Bethlehem Peace Light has arrived at 
St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Parish.  

Parishioners are welcome 
to purchase a candle 
provided by the parish or 
to bring a candle from 
home to bring the Peace 
Light in your home. The 
Peace Light can be found 
next to the Nativity Scene 
on the left hand side. 

DAILY LITURGY CHANGE 

Please note, beginning January 9, 2026 Friday 
and Saturday Daily Divine Liturgy will now 

begin at 9:00 a.m. Follow the weekly liturgical 
schedule in the bulletin for schedule changes.  

VISITING COMMITTEE: ministering to the sick and shut 
in of our parish. Those parishioners who would like a visit 

from the priest or a visit from the committee members or to 
schedule a visit for a family member please contact the of-

fice to ensure a visit is arranged. 204-667-9588                                           
office@stannewinnipeg.ca  

Volunteers please also consider joining this minis-
try! Volunteers are welcome to join. 

Nasha Doroha UCWLC Members: Nasha     
Doroha is ready to be picked up from the back 
of the church. Please deliver copies to those 
members who are unable to attend church. 

UCWLC and Knights of Columbus Meetings 

Thursday, February 5th at 7pm 

Thank you to Anne Penonzek… 

For organizing the sale of the Angels of  

Remembrance. As a result of this fundraiser $378 was 

raised in support of Marian Hour radio program on 

CKJS 92.7FM.  

$162 was raised for the St. Anne Icon Fund.  

Thank you to Hall Coordinator, Nadia Kozubal… 

For continued organization of the many Hall Activities.  

Thank you to James Rogowsky and Bill Cox… 

For shoveling and ensuring the Accessible Parking             

Permit stalls in the lot are free of snow. 

  

  
Scan to Donate Electronically  

Відскануйте QR-код, щоб 
зробити пожертву онлайн. 



Angels of Remembrance 2025 
Eugene, Vasil, Myroslava, Olha,               
Neonila 

Iryna, Rosalia, Roman, Olexandr 

Lesia, Maria, Anna, Vasyl,                                
Anastasya 

Vasyl, Victor, Anton 

Lesia, Oksanka 

Mike and Mary Irene Kostuik 

Bert and Margaret Penonzek 

Mike Penonzek 

Mervin Penonzek 

Bill and Lena Picklyk 

Metro and Stella Kyrzyk 

Sylvia Picklyk 

Stephen Beyak 

Beatrice Stefishen 

Alex Stefishen 

Effie Beyak 

William Beyak 

Louise Babinec 

Kay Storoschuk 

Mike Storoschuk 

Arnold Storoschuk 

Domnica Stupak 

Elizabeth Prystupa 

Stan Tokarchuk 

Claire Tokarchuk 

Anna Kozubal 

Ilko Kozubal 

Hennadii 

Gord Gillies 

Marjorie Kushnir 

Ivan Sachavskyi 

Vasyl Sachavskyi 

Zuk Family 

Powell Family 

Rogowsky Family 

Geras Family 

Mike Ryback 

Jean Ryback 

Nastia Smyrichinsky 

Cheri Staple 

Rose Petrishen 

Vicki Nadwidny 

Victoria and Walter Werbicki 

Marie and Ernest Bird 

Eugene and Katrina 

Mom and Dad Klym 

Mom and Dad Cherwick 

Fallen Heroes in Ukraine 

Rick Grunsten 

Jean Krisko 

Wozny Family 

Cox Family 

Theodore Dolhy 

Selah 

Niomi 

Dax 

Rose Petrishen 

Dale Petrishen 

Fred Petrishen 

Mr. Nico 

Jessie Bablo 

Jacob Heinrichs 

Volodymyr 

Euheniya 

Mary E. Kyrzyk 

Lubov 

Petro 

Veronia 

Elizabeth 

Oleksandr 

Sofia 

Donna Wiwchar 

Dean Peristy 

Helen Krawchuk 

Ernest Krawchuk 

Dimetro Peristy 

Jean Peristy 

Cec Pringle 

Mary Vanderlip 

Jessie Drohomereski 

Michael Drohomereski 

Nick and Frances Slota 

Nellie and Anton Pleskacz 

Josie and Harry Sawchuk 

Ed Sawchuk 

Rob Sawchuk 

Elsie Porznak 

Frank Porznak 

Mike Ternovetsky 

Mary Ternovetsky 

Pollock Family 

Mitchell Walechuk 

Malvina Danyluk 

Lorne Woychyshyn 

Bishop Peter 

Fred Kraynyk 

Victor Yasinski 

Jessie Kucher 

Nick Kucher 

Anne, Wasyl, Barb Mykytiuk 

Judy Olynick 

Shirley Maslanka 

Mike Krawchuk 

Micheal and Tena Gretchen 

Mike Hykawy 

Tyrchniewicz and Beley Families 

The deceased Blahey family  members 

Katherine Slobodian 

Ken Slobodian 

Mike Slobodian 

David Miko 

Fred and Eva Dudych 

Metro and Joyce Miko 

Fred and Anne Miko 

Wilfred Miko 

 



This very special Ministry of Care Session will 

be occurring in our St. Anne Parish hall at 35 

Marcie Street Winnipeg. We encourage you 

to register. 

Ministry of Care Connections for Volunteers - 

Continuing the Conversation  

February 21, 2026 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Parish Hall                             

35 Marcie St. 

Building on the strong response to our initial two-

part training series offered by the Archdiocese of 

Saint Boniface and the Catholic Health Association 

of Manitoba, we are excited to invite parish vol-

unteers who are discerning or currently serving in 

the Ministry of Care to a continued opportunity 

for: 

Learning, Discussion, Reflection. Fellowship with 

volunteers from our three dioceses. Previous at-

tendance is not required. 

Register by February 15 – Here 

For more information, contact Nadine Fetherston 

at mfl2@archsaintboniface.ca 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) Lubov Sadochok 
Nursery School is accepting applications for the current 
school year!  

Located at St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church in North   
Kildonan, Lubov Sadochok is a licensed, part-time,                   
play-based early childhood program where children (ages 2, 
3, and 4) learn social and academic skills in preparation for 
kindergarten.   

Children of all faiths and cultures are welcome into our         
inclusive program, which provides an introduction to                 
Ukrainian culture, faith, and language.  

www.lubovnurseryschool.com 204-669-1023  

Email: director@lubovnurseryschool.com 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gh8iPVuM00eVkjPtQinUBZWIk8mnFQZPi4QNBfmPEW9UOFhLNlRMUTlLNVkzV1ZKT05IUEdKR0tYUC4u&fbclid=IwY2xjawOyS75leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFnbm9Bc2ozcUdrZm1VUnR6c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHi9dB1GaBPF-rWJbKt


 

Sunday of the Word of God 2025  celebrated on the Sunday after Theophany Jan. 11, 2026 

Introduction by Bishop Michael on the Occasion of the Sunday of the Word of God 

Dear Fathers, Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

Christ is Born!  

In the mystery of the Theophany, God reveals Himself to the world, reveals His light to the 
nations, and enters human history. What became visible in the Nativity and the Theophany continues to 
resound in the Word of God, through which the Lord continues to speak to each of us today. God, Who 
revealed Himself in Christ as the Light of the world, continues to reveal himself to us in the Word of 
Holy Scripture. In times of trial, the Word of God becomes a special gift for us – a word of hope, 
comfort, and strength. It assures us that God is not silent or withdrawn, but speaks, supports, and 
guides His people even when the path seems difficult and insurmountable. 

On the Sunday after the Theophany, which this year falls on January 11, our Church honors this 
gift in a special way, celebrating this day as the Sunday of the Word of God. This is a special 
opportunity for as many people as possible to discover the living presence of God in the Word and to 
receive the Word that gives life. 

To properly honor the Word of God in our parishes on this day, we offer 10 specific initiatives 
that will help revive and strengthen love for the Holy Scriptures among the faithful. These proposals 
include reading of the Bible together with others, organizing thematic catechesis, involving children and 
youth through creative tasks and interactive activities. 

I want to share a special joy – on January 15, His Beatitude Sviatoslav will present the first 
complete Ukrainian edition of the Jerusalem Bible. This edition with introductions and commentaries is 
a valuable resource so that we can better understand the Holy Scriptures, discover their theological and 
historical context, and see the unity of God’s plan of salvation. 

To receive the Word of God means to allow it to become the light of our lives. This happens when 
we read it, listen to it, proclaim it, explain it, and live it. 

Dear brother priests, I encourage you to take care with zeal and responsibility that the Word of 
God is worthily proclaimed and clearly explained. May your divine services, sermons and pastoral 
ministry help people not only to hear the biblical text, but especially to encounter the living Christ in it. 

Dear brothers and sisters catechists, your ministry is indispensable in making the Word of God 
close and accessible to children, young people and adults. Accompany people in reading the Holy 
Scriptures, help them discover its meaning and teach them to listen and hear God who speaks through 
his Word. 

Dear parents, open up the Holy Scriptures as often as possible in your homes, read them with 
your children, meditate on them, share them. May the Word of God become a part of your family life, 
this is how children learn not only to hear about God, but to trust in Him and live with Him. 

Dear children and youth, open your hearts to the Word of God and do not be afraid to ask 
questions. In the Holy Scriptures, God speaks to you too, loves you and wants to be your friend. When 
you listen to His Word, you open your heart to joy, goodness and light. Older youth, be as older 
brothers and sisters to younger children and help them benefit from God’s living Word. 

Dear fellow-faithful, I encourage each of you: read the Holy Scriptures, listen to them in 
communities and families, discover them in the silence of personal prayer. Make a point of discussing 
within your family and with others the Bible readings that you hear at the Divine Liturgy and other 
services. Do not be afraid to allow the Word of God to enter your life and transform it. 

May the Word of God not only sound in our churches, but become the light of our daily lives, so 
that we may listen, accept and live by the Word, which, revealed in Christ, leads to hope and salvation. 

+  Michael (Kwiatkowski), Chair of the Patriarchal Catechetical Commission of the UGCC 



Неділя Божого Слова 2026 

Звернення Владики Михайла з нагоди неділі Божого Слова 

Дорогі у Христі Отці, Брати і Сестри, 

Христос Рождається! 

    У таїнстві Богоявлення Бог відкриває себе світові, являє своє світло народам і входить у 
людську історію. Те, що стало видимим у Різдві й Богоявленні, продовжує звучати в Божому 
Слові, через яке Господь і сьогодні говорить до кожного з нас. Бог, який об’явив себе у Христі як 
Світло для світу, продовжує об’являтися нам у Слові Святого Письма. У час випробувань Боже 
Слово стає для нас особливим даром – словом надії, втіхи і сили. Воно запевняє, що Бог не 
мовчить і не відступає, але промовляє, підтримує і провадить свій народ навіть тоді, коли шлях 
видається важким і нездоланним. 

У неділю після Богоявлення, яка цього року припадає на 11 січня, наша Церква в особливий 
спосіб вшановує цей дар, святкуючи цей день як Неділю Божого Слова. Це особлива нагода, щоб 
якнайбільше людей змогли відкрити для себе живу присутність Бога у Слові, прийняти Слово, 
яке дарує життя.  

Щоб належно вшанувати у цей день Боже Слово у наших парафіях, пропонуємо 10 
конкретних ініціатив, які допоможуть оживити любов до Святого Письма серед вірних. Ці 
пропозиції включають спільне читання Біблії, організацію тематичних катехизацій, залучення 
дітей і молоді через творчі завдання та інтерактивні заходи. 

Хочу поділитися особливою радістю –15 січня Блаженніший Святослав представить перше 
повне видання Єрусалимської Біблії українською мовою. Це видання зі вступами і коментарями є 
цінним ресурсом, щоб ми могли краще розуміти Святе Письмо, відкривати його богословський і 
історичний контекст та бачити єдність Божого задуму спасіння.  

Прийняти Боже Слово означає дозволити йому стати світлом нашого життя. Це 
відбувається тоді, коли ми читаємо його, проголошуємо, слухаємо, пояснюємо і живемо ним. 

Всечесні отці, заохочую вас з ревністю і відповідальністю дбати про те, щоб Боже Слово 
було гідно проголошене і зрозуміло пояснене. Нехай ваші богослужіння, проповіді і пастирське 
служіння допомагають людям не лише чути біблійний текст, але зустрічатися в ньому з живим 
Христом. 

Дорогі катехити, ваше служіння є незамінним у тому, щоб Боже Слово стало близьким і 
доступним для дітей, молоді й дорослих. Супроводжуйте людей у читанні Святого Письма, 
допомагайте відкривати його сенс і вчіть слухати Бога, який говорить через своє Слово. 

Шановні батьки, якнайчастіше розгортайте Святе Письмо у ваших домівках, читайте його 
разом із дітьми, роздумуйте, діліться ним. Нехай Боже Слово стане частиною вашого родинного 
життя, саме так діти вчаться не лише слухати про Бога, але довіряти Йому і жити з Ним. 

Любі діти, відкривайте свої серця на Боже Слово і не соромтеся ставити запитання. У 
Святому Письмі Бог говорить і до вас, любить вас і хоче бути вашим другом. Коли ви слухаєте 
Його Слово, ви відкриваєте серце для радості, добра і світла. 

Дорогі вірні, заохочую кожного з вас: читайте Святе Письмо, слухайте його у спільнотах і 
родинах, відкривайте його у тиші особистої молитви. Не бійтеся дозволити Божому Слову увійти 
у ваше життя і перемінювати його. 

Нехай Боже Слово не лише звучить у наших храмах, але стане світлом нашого щоденного 
життя, щоб ми вслухалися, приймали і жили Словом, яке, об’явившись у Христі, провадить до 
надії і спасіння. 

+ Михайло (Квятковський), голова Патріаршої катехитичної комісії УГКЦ 







Sunday before Theophany  

The Voice in the Static (Mark 1:1-8): Finding God’s frequency in a noisy world (by + Bishop Andriy Rabiy) 

The Fear of Silence 

If you stand in a modern city, or even in your own living room, what do you hear? You hear the hum of traffic, the 
buzz of appliances, the notification ping of a smartphone, the drone of the television. We live in a world that is 

terrified of silence. 

Blaise Pascal, the great philosopher, once said, "All of humanity's problems stem from man's inability to sit 
quietly in a room alone." We fill every gap with noise. We scroll while we wait in line; we listen to podcasts while 

we drive; we watch TV to fall asleep. 

But today’s Gospel from Mark presents us with a striking counter-culture image: A man named John, standing in 
the middle of a barren, silent wilderness. 

The Paradox of the Desert 

Mark 1:3 describes John as "The voice of one crying in the wilderness." 

There is a profound paradox here. In the first century, if you wanted to be heard, you went to the Temple in 
Jerusalem or the marketplaces of Galilee. You went where the people were. You didn't go to the rocks and the 

scorpions. 

Yet, verse 5 tells us: "The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him." 

Why did they leave the comfort of the city to go to the discomfort of the desert? Because they were hungry for a 
Word they couldn't hear above the noise of their daily lives. The city was full of talk—politics, prices, religious 

arguments—but the desert held the Truth. 

John the Baptist teaches us a crucial lesson: God rarely shouts to get our attention; He waits for us to turn down 
the volume of the world. 

The Modern Wilderness 

John wore camel’s hair and ate locusts. We might think this is just eccentric behavior, but it was a spiritual 
strategy. He stripped away luxury and distraction so that the only thing left was his mission. 

We don’t need to move to the Sahara or eat locusts, but we do need to find our own "wilderness." In 2026, the 
wilderness isn't a geographical location; it is a digital decision. 

Every time you choose to leave your phone in the other room to pray, you are stepping into the wilderness. Every 
time you drive in silence instead of listening to the news, you are preparing the way of the Lord. Every time you 

choose to look at the face of a loved one rather than a screen, you are tuning out the static. 

God is broadcasting 24/7. His love, His guidance, His comfort—it is always on air. But we are often tuned to the 
wrong frequency. We are tuned to the frequency of anxiety, comparison, and entertainment. 

 The One Who Is Coming 

Mark tells us that John’s job was to prepare the way for someone "more powerful" than him—Jesus. 

This week, as we move through our busy schedules, let's challenge ourselves to create a "pocket of wilderness." 
Maybe it’s just ten minutes in the morning with coffee and no device. Maybe it’s a walk without headphones. 

Create that silence. And in that silence, do not look for a lightning bolt. Listen for the "still, small voice." Because 
the Voice that cries in the wilderness is calling your name, inviting you not just to know about God, but to hear 

Him speak to your heart. 

Repentance is not a burden, but an invitation to step out of darkness and live in 
the light of Christ. 

This week, identify one area of your life that needs greater openness to God’s light. 
Through prayer, confession, or a concrete act of change, take one step toward 

repentance and renewal, trusting that Christ walks beside you.  


